174                         WILLIAM THE SILENT                     CHAP.

bad assurance of a lawful call and the express ordinance of God.
And truly, if I had chosen to take account of the talk of men, the
threats of princes, and such difficulties as stood before me, I never
should hare plunged myself into a struggle so dangerous and so
odious to the King, my former lord, and so contrary to the counsels
of ruy friends and relations. But when I found that neither my
humble prayers nor supplications and plaints availed me ought,
I resolved with the grace and aid of the Lord to take up this war,
whereof I do not repent, but rather render thanks to God that of
His mercy He has given me the heart to bear up against all evils
that beset me, however great.

I say the same of my marriage : a step I have taken with a clear
conscience before God, and without cause of reproach from men.
3Tav, it is by the command of God that I am bound to do it. I
have acted with ample deliberation and due notice. As to the
objections and difficulties alleged, I have fully thought over them ;
they -vvould not be lessened by delay. On the contrary, delay
would Lave aroused a storm of scandal and attack. All this has
been avoided by the simple and rapid course of action I have taken.
Arid when one is resolved on anything with a clear conscience void
of offence towards any one, it is best to act at once, and not to go
about with a trumpet as it were, and invite odious disputes,
wranglings, and legal obstruction. All the difficulties as to future
children have been met by a full statement of my purpose as far
a.= this can be foreseen, and I trust that God will give me Plis
blessing on this marriage. "Why then should I consign myself to
the estate of widower to which I have been so long condemned ?
It Is idle to tell me that by prayer and effort I could maintain yet
longer the grace of continence, without resorting to marriage. I
have received no such assurance, but rather am reminded of the
promise which He makes to those who rightly accept His ordinance.
This I am firmly convinced is the sure path to follow, not only for
trie sake of myself, but that of the general cause.

In the end this proved to be true. The marriage,
whatever we think of its lawfulness, brought ultimate
good to William, to his family, and to his cause. Much
was said of its irregular form, of its extraordinary im-
prudence, and the high-handed way in which it was
earned out. The German Protestants, since the monk